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This Gift of Grace

Presented to:

On this day:

A Blessing for You

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord
make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. May
the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace.
— Numbers 6:24-26

As you begin this journey of faith, may this book help
you grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ and
discover the fullness of His love, grace, and salvation.
Welcome to the family of God!

From:
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Disclaimer

The content of this book, 4 Guide To God’s Gift of Salvation,
is intended for educational and informational purposes and is
based on the author’s personal study, research, and
understanding of Scripture. Readers are encouraged to study
the Bible for themselves and seek additional insights from
trusted spiritual leaders, mentors, and theological resources.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are
taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®
(NIV®). Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc. ™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved
worldwide. www.zondervan.com. The “NIV”” and “New
International Version” are trademarks registered in the United
States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

This book is not intended to replace pastoral guidance or
professional counseling. For specific theological or spiritual
concerns, readers are encouraged to consult with their pastor,
counselor, or trusted spiritual advisor.

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise—without prior written permission from the author
or publisher, except for brief quotations used in reviews or
educational materials.

For permissions, inquiries, or further information, please
contact the publisher or author directly.
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Introduction

A Guide to God's Gift of Salvation

Salvation is at the very heart of what it means to follow
Jesus. It’s not just a big, complicated word—it’s God’s
way of rescuing us from the wrong things we’ve done
and bringing us back into a close relationship with Him.
This book is here to help you understand what salvation
means, why it matters, and how it can change your life
for the better.

Have you ever wondered what happens after we die? Or
why we sometimes feel far away from God? Or even
why life can feel so hard sometimes? These are big
questions, and the Bible has amazing answers. Salvation
is all about how God made a way to fix our brokenness,
forgive our mistakes, and give us the gift of eternal life
through Jesus Christ.

In this book, we’ll take a journey together. Whether
you’ve just started learning about Jesus or been a
Christian for years, this guide is for you. We’ll talk
about how God’s plan of salvation is explained in the
Bible, why we need salvation, and how it changes
everything about the way we live.

This book isn’t meant to confuse you or use hard-to-
understand words. Instead, it will explain things simply,
using stories and examples to help you see how amazing
God’s love is. It will answer questions like:
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What is salvation?

Why do we need salvation?

How do we accept God’s gift of salvation?
What does salvation do in our daily lives?

b=

The Bible is our guidebook for understanding salvation,
and we’ll use it a lot. Every word in it is meant to help
us know God better and live the way He created us to
live. This book uses the New International Version
(NIV) of the Bible, which is easy to read and
understand.

Most importantly, this book isn’t just about learning
facts. It’s about letting God’s truth touch your heart.
Salvation isn’t just something you understand—it’s
something you live. My prayer is that as we go through
these pages together, you’ll see just how much God
loves you and how His gift of salvation can bring peace,
hope, and joy to your life every single day.

Let’s begin this journey with open hearts, ready to see
how God’s grace can transform us. Salvation is a gift,
and it’s available to anyone who’s ready to accept it.
Let’s discover what it means to truly be saved by grace.

Discover more resources and insights from Bradley
Sliedrecht by visiting his Amazon author page at
https://www.amazon.com/author/evgbrad
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Chapter 1

What is Salvation?
God’s Amazing Rescue Plan

Salvation means being saved from the wrong things
we’ve done (called sin) and the punishment that comes
with it. But it’s so much more than that! It’s about
having a close relationship with God and living the way
He created us to live. Salvation is God’s way of fixing
what sin has broken and giving us the chance to be with
Him forever.

Salvation in the Old Testament

The idea of salvation shows up in the Bible from the
very beginning. In the Old Testament, God often saved
His people from danger or trouble. For example, when
the Israelites were trapped as slaves in Egypt, God
rescued them and brought them to freedom. Exodus
14:13 says, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm, and you will
see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today." This
shows how much God cares about saving His people.
While these stories talk about physical rescue, they also
point to the bigger rescue plan God had in mind—
saving us from sin.

Salvation in the New Testament

In the New Testament, salvation takes on a deeper
meaning. It’s not just about being rescued from
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danger—it’s about being saved from sin and having
eternal life. God’s rescue plan came through Jesus
Christ. John 3:16 tells us, "For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life." Jesus died
on the cross to take the punishment for our sins so we
could be forgiven and live forever with God.

A Gift You Can’t Earn

One of the most amazing things about salvation is that
it’s a gift. We can’t earn it by being good or doing good
things. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, "For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that
no one can boast." God offers this gift to everyone who
believes in Jesus and trusts Him to save them.

What Does Salvation Do?

Salvation changes everything! When we accept God’s
gift of salvation, He forgives our sins and gives us a new
start. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "If anyone is
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here!" This means we get a fresh start and a
new life with God. Salvation also gives us peace, hope,
and the promise of eternal life in heaven.
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How Do We Accept Salvation?

Accepting salvation is simple. The Bible says we need
to:

1. Admit we’ve sinned and need God’s forgiveness
(Romans 3:23).

2. Believe that Jesus died for our sins and rose
again (Romans 10:9).

3. Confess Jesus as Lord and commit to following
Him (Romans 10:10).

When we do this, we become part of God’s family, and
our lives begin to change from the inside out.

Salvation is the greatest gift anyone can receive. It’s
God’s way of showing His love for us and making sure
we can be with Him forever. In the next chapter, we’ll
talk about why we need salvation and how sin separates
us from God. But for now, let’s take a moment to thank
God for His amazing gift of salvation and the hope it
brings to our lives.
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Chapter 2

Why Do We Need Salvation?
The Problem of Sin

To understand why we need salvation, we first must talk
about sin. Sin is anything we do that goes against God’s
perfect way. It’s the bad choices we make, like lying,
being selfish, or hurting others. But sin isn’t just about
actions—it’s also about our hearts. Deep down, sin
separates us from God because He is holy, and we are
not.

Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God.” That means everyone has messed up.
No one is perfect, and we all need help to fix our broken
relationship with God.

What Happens Because of Sin?

The Bible tells us that sin leads to death. Romans 6:23
says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” This doesn’t just
mean physical death. It also means being separated from
God forever. That’s why sin is such a big deal—it keeps
us away from the one who loves us the most.

Sin also hurts our world. When people choose to sin, it

leads to things like pain, broken relationships, and
unfairness. You’ve probably seen this in your own life
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or in the news. The good news is that God has a plan to
make everything right again, and it starts with salvation.

Can We Fix It Ourselves?

Some people think they can fix their sin by being good
or doing nice things. While it’s great to help others, no
number of good deeds can erase our sin. Isaiah 64:6
says, “All of us have become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” No matter
how hard we try, we can’t make ourselves perfect.
That’s why we need God’s help.

God’s Answer to Sin

Even though we messed up, God still loves us. He didn’t
leave us to deal with sin on our own. Instead, He sent
His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment for our sins.
Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.” Jesus’s death on the cross paid the price for our
sin, and His resurrection gives us the chance to have
new life.

The Free Gift of Salvation

God’s solution to sin is a gift, not something we have to
earn. Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds us, “For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that
no one can boast.” All we must do is accept this gift by
trusting in Jesus and what He’s done for us.
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Why Salvation Matters

Without salvation, we’re stuck in sin, separated from
God. But when we accept Jesus as our Savior,
everything changes. We’re forgiven, and our
relationship with God is restored. Salvation also gives
us hope. It means we can look forward to eternal life
with God, free from pain, sadness, and sin. Revelation
21:4 promises, “He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

A Fresh Start

Salvation doesn’t just change our future—it changes our
lives right now. When we trust in Jesus, God helps us to
live differently. He gives us His Holy Spirit to guide us
and help us make better choices. Galatians 5:22-23 says,
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.” These are the kinds of
changes God brings to our lives through salvation.

Sin is a problem we all face, but God has given us the
answer through Jesus. Salvation is His gift to us, and it’s
the only way to fix our broken relationship with Him. In
the next chapter, we’ll explore how we can receive this
amazing gift and what it means to live a life of faith. For
now, take a moment to thank God for loving us so much
that He made a way for us to be saved.

www.presentingthegospel.com



14
Chapter 3
God’s Grace and the Gift of Salvation

What is Grace?

Grace is one of the most beautiful words in the Bible. It
means getting something good that we don’t deserve.
Imagine someone paying off all your debts without you
asking or doing anything to earn it—that’s grace. When
it comes to salvation, grace is God’s gift to us. He offers
to forgive our sins and give us eternal life, not because
we deserve it, but because He loves us.

Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can
boast.” This means we can’t earn salvation by being
good or doing good deeds. It’s entirely a gift from God.

God’s Love in Action

God’s grace is His love in action. Even though we’ve all
sinned and deserve punishment, God showed His love
by sending Jesus to take our place. Romans 5:8 says,
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus’
death on the cross was the ultimate act of grace. He took
the punishment we deserved so we could be forgiven
and have a relationship with God.
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Grace is a Gift, Not a Reward

Sometimes, people think they need to do something to
earn God’s love. Maybe they believe they must go to
church, pray a lot, or follow all the rules perfectly to be
saved. While those things are good, they can’t earn us
salvation. Grace is not something we work for; it’s a gift
we simply accept.

Think about a birthday gift. You don’t have to work for
it or pay for it—you just receive it. Salvation works the
same way. Titus 3:5 says, “He saved us, not because of
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit.” God’s mercy and grace are the
reason we can be saved, not our own efforts.

How Do We Accept Grace?

God’s gift of grace is available to everyone, but we must
accept it. The Bible tells us we do this by:

1. Believing in Jesus: We trust that Jesus died for
our sins and rose again to give us new life (John
3:16).

2. Turning Away from Sin: This means we’re
sorry for the wrong things we’ve done and
choose to live God’s way (Acts 3:19).

3. Trusting God Completely: We rely on His
grace, not on our own efforts, to save us
(Romans 10:9).
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When we take these steps, God forgives our sins and
welcomes us into His family. It’s that simple.

Grace Changes Us

Grace doesn’t just save us; it transforms us. When we
truly understand how much God loves us, it changes
how we live. Grace teaches us to say “no” to the wrong
things and “yes” to living a life that pleases God. Titus
2:11-12 says, “For the grace of God has appeared that
offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ to
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age.”

Because of grace, we start to reflect God’s love in our
actions. We forgive others because God forgave us. We
show kindness because God was kind to us. Grace
doesn’t make us perfect, but it gives us the strength to
live differently.

A Never-Ending Gift

God’s grace isn’t a one-time thing—it’s something we
experience every day. When we mess up, His grace is
there to forgive us. When we feel weak, His grace gives
us strength. 2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” No matter what we face, God’s grace is
enough to carry us through.
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Grace is at the heart of salvation. It’s the reason we can
have a relationship with God and the hope of eternal
life. In the next chapter, we’ll talk about faith—the way
we respond to God’s grace and trust Him with our lives.
For now, let’s thank God for His incredible gift and
remember that His grace is always enough.
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Chapter 4

Faith and Repentance: How We Respond to
God’s Grace

Faith: Trusting in God

Faith is how we say “yes” to God’s grace. It means
believing that God’s promises are true and trusting Him
with our lives. Faith isn’t just about knowing facts; it’s
about putting our trust in God and depending on Him
completely.

The Bible says, “Without faith it is impossible to please
God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly
seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). Faith is the way we accept
God’s gift of salvation and start a relationship with Him.

What Does Faith Look Like?

Faith is not about being perfect or never doubting. It’s
about choosing to trust God even when life is hard, or
we don’t understand everything. Abraham is a great
example of faith. Romans 4:20-21 says, “He did not
waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God,
but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,
being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he
had promised.”

Faith also leads to action. James 2:17 reminds us, “Faith
by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”
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This doesn’t mean we earn our salvation by doing good
things, but true faith changes how we live. When we
trust God, we start making choices that honor Him.

Repentance: Turning Back to God

Repentance is the other side of the coin. While faith is
trusting God, repentance is turning away from sin. It’s
recognizing that we’ve been going the wrong way and
deciding to follow God instead.

The word “repent” means to change your mind. It’s not
just about feeling sorry for the wrong things we’ve
done; it’s about making a real change. Acts 3:19 says,
“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the
Lord.”

Why Repentance Matters

Sin separates us from God, but repentance brings us
back to Him. When we repent, we’re admitting that we
need God’s forgiveness and help. 1 John 1:9 says, “If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.” God is always ready to forgive when
we turn to Him.

Repentance also changes our hearts. When we turn
away from sin, we make room for God to work in our
lives. The Holy Spirit helps us grow and become more
like Jesus.
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Faith and Repentance Work Together

Faith and repentance go hand in hand. You can’t truly
have one without the other. If we say we trust God but
keep living in sin, our faith isn’t real. And if we try to
turn away from sin without trusting God, we’ll fail
because we’re trying to do it on our own.

Think about it this way: Faith is like grabbing onto
God’s hand, and repentance is like letting go of the
things that keep us from Him. Both are part of how we
respond to His grace.

How Do We Show Faith and Repentance?

The Bible gives us clear steps for how to respond to
God:

1. Admit that we’ve sinned: This means being
honest with ourselves and with God about the
wrong things we’ve done (Romans 3:23).

2. Believe in Jesus: Trust that Jesus died for our
sins and rose again to give us new life (John
3:16).

3. Turn away from sin: Decide to stop doing
things our way and start living God’s way (Acts
3:19).

4. Confess Jesus as Lord: Declare that Jesus is in
charge of our lives and commit to following Him
(Romans 10:9-10).

www.presentingthegospel.com



21
What Happens When We Respond?

When we have faith and repent, amazing things happen.
God forgives our sins, gives us a fresh start, and makes
us part of His family. The Bible says, “Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old
has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Faith and repentance also bring peace and joy. Knowing
that we’re forgiven and loved by God gives us a sense
of hope and purpose. And as we grow in our
relationship with Him, He helps us live the way we were
created to live.

Faith and repentance are how we respond to God’s
grace. They’re not about being perfect or doing
everything right—they’re about trusting God and
turning back to Him. In the next chapter, we’ll talk
about the role of the Holy Spirit in helping us live out
our faith and grow closer to God.
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Chapter 5
The Holy Spirit’s Role in Salvation
The Holy Spirit Brings Conviction

Salvation starts with the work of the Holy Spirit. He
helps us see our need for God by showing us the truth
about our sin and separation from Him. Jesus said,
“When he [the Holy Spirit] comes, he will convict the
world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and
judgment” (John 16:8). This conviction isn’t meant to
make us feel hopeless; it’s God’s way of helping us
realize how much we need His forgiveness and grace.

The Holy Spirit uses the Bible, sermons, and even
moments in our everyday lives to help us understand
where we’ve gone wrong. He also points us to Jesus as
the solution for our sin. Without the Holy Spirit’s
guidance, we wouldn’t be able to see clearly the depth
of our need for God.

The Holy Spirit Gives New Life

When we accept God’s gift of salvation, the Holy Spirit
works a miracle in us. He gives us new spiritual life—
what the Bible calls being “born again.” Jesus explained
this to Nicodemus, saying, “Very truly I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again”
(John 3:3). This new birth happens through the power of
the Holy Spirit.
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The Apostle Paul describes this transformation in Titus
3:5: “He saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit.” When the Holy Spirit renews us, we become a
new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). Our old way
of life is replaced with a new one focused on God.

The Holy Spirit Seals Our Salvation

The Holy Spirit doesn’t just bring us to salvation; He
also assures us that we belong to God. Ephesians 1:13-
14 says, “When you believed, you were marked in him
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of
those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his

glory.”

This seal is like a promise that God will finish the work
He started in us. It’s a reminder that our salvation is
secure, and we can trust God to keep His promises. The
Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives is proof that we are
part of God’s family.

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us

One of the most amazing things about the Holy Spirit is
that He doesn’t just save us—He helps us live the way
God wants us to. Acts 1:8 says, “But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” The Holy Spirit
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gives us the strength to share our faith, make good
choices, and overcome challenges.

The Holy Spirit also helps us grow to be more like
Jesus. Galatians 5:22-23 describes the “fruit of the
Spirit” as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These qualities
don’t come from trying harder on our own—they come
from letting the Holy Spirit work in us.

The Holy Spirit Teaches and Guides Us

As we grow in our faith, the Holy Spirit acts as our
teacher and guide. Jesus promised, “But the Advocate,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything I have said to you” (John 14:26). The Holy
Spirit helps us understand the Bible and apply it to our
lives.

The Holy Spirit also guides us in making decisions.
Romans 8:14 says, “For those who are led by the Spirit
of God are the children of God.” When we pray and
seek God’s direction, the Holy Spirit shows us the way
to go.

The Holy Spirit Gives Us Assurance
Sometimes, we might doubt our salvation or wonder if
God still loves us. The Holy Spirit helps us in these

moments by reminding us of the truth. Romans 8:16
says, “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we
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are God’s children.” This assurance gives us peace and
confidence in our relationship with God.

The Holy Spirit plays a vital role in our salvation. He
convicts us of our sin, gives us new life, assures us of
God’s promises, and empowers us to live for Him. As
we continue our journey of faith, we can trust the Holy
Spirit to guide us every step of the way. In the next
chapter, we’ll explore how salvation transforms our
lives and what it means to live as a follower of Jesus.
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Chapter 6

Justification: A New Standing Before God
What Does It Mean to Be Justified?

Justification is a big word with a simple meaning: it’s
when God declares us “right” with Him. Think of it as a
spiritual reset. No matter how many wrong things we’ve
done, God wipes the slate clean when we accept Jesus.
It’s not because we’ve earned it or deserved it, but
because of what Jesus did for us.

Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, since we have been
justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” This means that because of
Jesus, our relationship with God is no longer broken.
We are forgiven, accepted, and loved.

The Legal Picture of Justification

Imagine standing in a courtroom. You’ve been found
guilty of breaking the law, and the punishment is death.
But just as the sentence is about to be carried out,
someone steps in and takes your place. That’s what
Jesus did for us. He took the punishment for our sins so
we could go free.

2 Corinthians 5:21 explains it this way: “God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.” Because of Jesus,
God sees us as righteous—clean and without sin.
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Justification Is a Gift

We can’t earn justification by being good or doing the
right things. The Bible is clear that it’s a gift from God.
Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can
boast.”

This gift is available to everyone. All we must do is
believe in Jesus and trust that His death and resurrection
are enough to save us.

The Role of Faith in Justification

Faith is how we receive the gift of justification. When
we trust in Jesus, we’re saying, “I believe you died for
me. [ believe you took my punishment. I believe you
can make me right with God.”

Romans 3:28 says, “For we maintain that a person is
justified by faith apart from the works of the law.” This
means it’s not about what we do, but about what Jesus
has already done.

Peace with God

One of the greatest results of justification is peace with
God. Before we accept Jesus, sin separates us from God.
But when we’re justified, that separation is gone. We
can approach God with confidence, knowing that He
loves us and welcomes us as His children.
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Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” This
means that once we’re justified, God doesn’t hold our
sins against us anymore. We’re free to live without guilt
or shame.

A New Identity

Justification gives us a new identity. We’re no longer
defined by our mistakes or failures. Instead, we’re
defined by what Jesus has done for us. 2 Corinthians
5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”

Because of justification, we’re part of God’s family.
We’re His sons and daughters, and nothing can change
that.

Living Out Justification

Justification isn’t just something we believe; it’s
something that changes the way we live. When we
understand how much God loves us and what He’s done
to save us, we want to live in a way that honors Him.
This doesn’t mean we’ll be perfect, but it does mean
we’ll strive to follow God and make choices that please
Him.

James 2:26 reminds us, “Faith without deeds is dead.”

Our actions don’t save us, but they do show that our
faith is real.
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Justification is an incredible gift from God. It means
we’re forgiven, loved, and given a fresh start. Because
of Jesus, we have peace with God and a new identity as
His children. In the next chapter, we’ll explore
sanctification—the process of growing in our faith and
becoming more like Jesus.
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Chapter 7
Sanctification: Growing to Be Like Jesus

What is Sanctification?

Sanctification is the process of becoming more like
Jesus. While justification makes us right with God
instantly, sanctification is a journey. It’s the work God
does in us to help us grow spiritually, live holy lives,
and reflect His character.

Philippians 1:6 reminds us, “He who began a good work
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.” Sanctification is that “good work”—a
lifelong process of becoming the people God created us
to be.

God’s Part in Sanctification

God is the one who starts and continues the work of
sanctification in our lives. He gives us the Holy Spirit to
guide, teach, and strengthen us. 2 Thessalonians 2:13
says, “God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through
the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in
the truth.”

The Holy Spirit helps us grow in areas like love,
patience, kindness, and self-control. These qualities,
known as the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23),
show how God is changing us from the inside out.
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Our Part in Sanctification

While God does the heavy lifting, we also have a role to
play. Sanctification involves cooperation between us
and God. James 4:8 says, “Come near to God and he
will come near to you.” We draw near to God through
prayer, reading the Bible, and choosing to obey His
Word.

Romans 12:2 encourages us, “Do not conform to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind.” Renewing our minds means
filling our thoughts with God’s truth and letting it shape
how we live.

Why Sanctification is Important

Sanctification is important because it shows that our
faith is real. When we allow God to change us, it’s
evidence of His work in our lives. Jesus said in Matthew
7:20, “By their fruit you will recognize them.” The way
we live reflects whether we’re growing in our
relationship with God.

It’s also through sanctification that we become a light to
the world. When people see how we live differently—
with love, kindness, and forgiveness—it points them to
Jesus.

The Struggles of Sanctification

Sanctification isn’t always easy. We all face temptations
and challenges that can slow our growth. Even the
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Apostle Paul struggled, saying, “For I do not do the
good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this
I keep on doing” (Romans 7:19).

The good news is that God doesn’t leave us to figure it
out on our own. He gives us the Holy Spirit to help us
overcome sin and grow stronger in our faith. 1
Corinthians 10:13 says, “God is faithful; he will not let
you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when
you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that
you can endure it.”

Practical Steps for Sanctification

Here are some practical ways to grow in your faith and
become more like Jesus:

1. Spend time with God daily: Pray and read the
Bible to learn more about His character and His
will for your life.

2. Stay connected to other believers: Join a
church or a small group where you can be
encouraged and held accountable.

3. Confess your sins: Ask for God’s forgiveness
and rely on His strength to overcome temptation.

4. Serve others: Look for ways to show God’s
love through acts of kindness and generosity.

5. Keep trusting God: Even when life is hard,
remember that He is with you and working for
your good.
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The Goal of Sanctification

The goal of sanctification is to become more like Jesus.
Romans 8:29 says, “For those God foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son.”
God wants us to reflect Jesus’ love, humility, and
obedience in everything we do.

Sanctification also prepares us for eternity. One day,
when we are with God in heaven, the process will be
complete. Revelation 21:27 says, “Nothing impure will
ever enter it”—and through God’s work in us, we will
be ready to live with Him forever.

Sanctification is a beautiful journey of growing closer to
God and becoming more like Jesus. It’s not about being
perfect but about letting God change us step by step. In
the next chapter, we’ll explore how the church plays a
vital role in helping us live out our salvation and grow
together as God’s family.
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Chapter 8

The Church: The Community of Salvation
Why the Church Matters

When we are saved, we become part of something much
bigger than ourselves—God’s family. The church is
more than a building or a Sunday service. It’s a
community of believers who follow Jesus together.
Being part of the church is essential for our spiritual
growth and for fulfilling God’s mission in the world.

Ephesians 2:19 says, “Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s
people and also members of his household.” As part of
God’s family, we belong to each other and are called to
support one another.

The Church as the Body of Christ

The Bible describes the church as the body of Christ.
Just like a physical body has different parts that work
together, the church is made up of different people with
unique gifts and roles. 1 Corinthians 12:27 says, “Now
you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part
of it.”

This means every believer has an important role to play.

Whether it’s teaching, serving, encouraging, or praying,
each person’s contribution helps the church grow and
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thrive. When we work together, we show the world
what it means to live as God’s people.

What the Church Does
The church has several important purposes:

1. Worship: The church gathers to worship God
and celebrate what He has done. Hebrews 10:25
encourages us, “Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.” Worship
strengthens our faith and reminds us of God’s
greatness.

2. Teaching: The church helps us learn more about
God through the Bible. Acts 2:42 says the early
believers “devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.” Sound teaching helps us
grow in our understanding of God and His will.

3. Fellowship: The church provides a place for
believers to connect and support each other.
Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry each other’s burdens,
and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ.” We need each other’s encouragement
and accountability to stay strong in our faith.

4. Service: The church is called to serve others,
both inside and outside the community of
believers. Jesus taught us to love our neighbors
and care for those in need (Matthew 25:35-40).
Serving others is a way to share God’s love in
practical ways.
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5. Mission: The church is on a mission to share the
good news of salvation with the world. Jesus
gave us the Great Commission in Matthew
28:19-20: “Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.”

How the Church Helps Us Grow

Being part of a church community helps us grow in our
faith in several ways:

e Accountability: Fellow believers help us stay on
track by encouraging us to follow God’s ways.

e Encouragement: When life is hard, the church
is a source of comfort and support.

e Opportunities to Serve: The church gives us
chances to use our gifts to help others and grow
in our faith.

e Learning: Through sermons, Bible studies, and
conversations with others, we gain a deeper
understanding of God’s Word.

Overcoming Challenges in the Church
No church is perfect because it’s made up of imperfect
people. Sometimes we may face disagreements, hurt

feelings, or misunderstandings. However, God calls us
to work through these challenges with love and grace.
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Colossians 3:13 says, “Bear with each other and forgive
one another if any of you has a grievance against
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” When we
practice forgiveness and unity, we reflect God’s love to
the world.

The Church’s Eternal Purpose

The church isn’t just for this life; it’s part of God’s
eternal plan. In Revelation 7:9-10, we see a picture of
people from every nation, tribe, and language
worshiping God together in heaven. This shows us that
the church’s mission is global and eternal.

The church is a vital part of God’s plan for salvation.
It’s where we grow, serve, and worship together as His
family. In the next chapter, we’ll explore the evidence
of salvation in our lives and how our actions reflect the
faith we profess.
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Chapter 9
Evidence of Salvation: Fruits and Works

What Does Salvation Look Like?

Salvation isn’t just about what happens after we die; it
changes how we live right now. When we accept Jesus
and are saved, there will be clear evidence of that
salvation in our lives. These changes don’t happen
because we’re trying to earn God’s love but because His
Spirit is working in us.

Jesus said, “By their fruit you will recognize them”
(Matthew 7:20). This means that the way we live shows
whether our faith is real. Salvation leads to
transformation, and transformation leads to fruit.

The Fruit of the Spirit

One of the best ways to see evidence of salvation is
through the fruit of the Spirit. These are the qualities
that the Holy Spirit grows in us as we follow Jesus.
Galatians 5:22-23 lists the fruit: “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”

When we’re saved, these qualities start to show up in
our actions, words, and attitudes. For example:

e Love: We show kindness and compassion to
others, even when it’s hard.
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e Joy: We find hope and happiness in God, even
during tough times.

e Peace: We trust God and avoid unnecessary
worry or conflict.

These fruits are not something we can produce on our
own. They come from the Holy Spirit working in us.

Good Works as Evidence of Faith

Another sign of salvation is good works. While good
works don’t save us, they are a natural result of being
saved. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Good works include acts of kindness, serving others,
sharing the gospel, and living in a way that honors God.
James 2:17 puts it plainly: “Faith by itself, if it is not
accompanied by action, is dead.” True faith will always
lead to action.

A Changed Heart and Mind

Salvation also brings a change in our hearts and minds.
2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here!” This means we start to think and act
differently because we’re no longer living for ourselves
but for God.
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For example, we may find that:

e We no longer enjoy sinful habits.

e We have a greater desire to read the Bible and
pray.

e We feel compassion for people in need.

e We are quicker to forgive others.

Perseverance as Evidence of Salvation

Another sign of salvation is perseverance. When we’re
truly saved, we won’t give up on our faith, even when
life gets hard. Philippians 1:6 says, “Being confident of
this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” God
helps us stay strong in our faith.

This doesn’t mean we won’t struggle or stumble along
the way. Everyone makes mistakes. But when we’re
saved, we’ll keep coming back to God, trusting Him to
help us grow.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit plays a big role in showing the evidence
of salvation. He not only helps us produce good fruit but
also convicts us when we’re going the wrong way.
Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are God’s children.” This means the Holy
Spirit gives us assurance that we belong to God.
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Sharing the Evidence of Salvation

One of the best ways to share our faith is by letting
others see how salvation has changed us. Matthew 5:16
says, “Let your light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
When people see the love, joy, and peace in our lives,
they are drawn to God.

We don’t have to be perfect to share our faith. In fact,
being honest about our struggles and how God is
helping us grow can be one of the most powerful
testimonies.

Salvation changes everything about how we live. The
fruit of the Spirit, good works, and a changed heart are
all evidence of God’s work in us. In the next chapter,
we’ll talk about the assurance of salvation and how we
can have confidence that we belong to God forever.
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Chapter 10
The Assurance of Salvation

What is Assurance?

Assurance of salvation means knowing for sure that we
belong to God and that He has saved us. It’s the
confidence that comes from trusting His promises and
relying on His faithfulness. Assurance isn’t based on
how we feel; it’s based on what God says in His Word.

1 John 5:13 gives us this promise: “I write these things
to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so
that you may know that you have eternal life.” God
wants us to have certainty and peace about our
salvation.

Salvation is God’s Work

The reason we can have assurance is that salvation is not
something we earn or maintain by our own efforts. It’s
entirely God’s work. Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds us, “For it
is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by
works, so that no one can boast.”

Because salvation is based on God’s grace, not our

performance, we can trust that it is secure. God is
faithful, and He always keeps His promises.
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Promises from God’s Word

The Bible is filled with promises that give us assurance
of salvation. Here are a few key verses:

e John 10:28-29: “I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them
out of my hand. My Father, who has given them
to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them
out of my Father’s hand.”

e Romans 8:38-39: “For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

o Philippians 1:6: “He who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus.”

These verses remind us that our salvation is secure
because it’s in God’s hands.

The Holy Spirit Gives Assurance

One of the Holy Spirit’s roles is to give us confidence
that we belong to God. Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children.” When we experience the presence of the Holy
Spirit in our lives, it’s a reminder that we are part of
God’s family.
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The Holy Spirit also produces evidence of salvation,
like the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). These
qualities—Ilove, joy, peace, and others—are signs that
God is at work in us.

Overcoming Doubts

It’s normal for believers to have doubts about their
salvation from time to time. Maybe we feel like we’ve
failed God or that we’re not growing in our faith as we
should. When these doubts come, it’s important to go
back to God’s Word and remember His promises.

1 John 1:9 gives us reassurance: “If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness.” Even when we
stumble, God’s forgiveness is always available.

We can also remind ourselves that salvation isn’t about
being perfect. It’s about trusting in Jesus. Philippians
3:12 says, “Not that I have already obtained all this, or
have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.”

Evidence of Assurance

There are several signs that give us confidence in our
salvation:

1. Faith in Jesus: Believing that Jesus died for

your sins and rose again is the foundation of
salvation (Romans 10:9).
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2. A Changed Life: Experiencing growth in your
faith and seeing the fruit of the Spirit in your life
are signs that God is working in you (2
Corinthians 5:17).

3. Love for Others: Loving and serving others is
evidence that God’s love is in you (1 John 4:7-
8).

4. Desire for God: Wanting to know God better
through prayer, worship, and reading the Bible is
a sign of spiritual growth (Psalm 42:1).

Trusting God’s Faithfulness

Ultimately, our assurance of salvation comes from
trusting God’s faithfulness. He never changes, and His
promises never fail. Hebrews 10:23 says, “Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful.”

Assurance of salvation is a gift from God. It gives us
peace, confidence, and joy, knowing that we belong to
Him forever. In the next chapter, we’ll explore the goal
of salvation: eternity with God and the hope of heaven.
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Chapter 11

Salvation Beyond Humanity: The Promise of
Eternity

The Ultimate Goal of Salvation

Salvation doesn’t end with our lives on earth. The goal
is eternity with God in heaven. When we are saved, God
promises us a future that is far greater than anything we
can imagine. Revelation 21:3-4 paints a beautiful picture
of this future: “And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be their
God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the
old order of things has passed away.’”

This promise of eternity is the hope we hold onto as
believers. It’s the assurance that no matter what we face
in this life, God has something far better waiting for us.

What is Heaven Like?

The Bible gives us glimpses of what heaven will be like.
It’s described as a place of perfect peace, joy, and
beauty, where we will be in the presence of God forever.

Here are a few things the Bible tells us about heaven:

e God’s Presence: In heaven, we will be with
God face to face. 1 Corinthians 13:12 says, “For
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now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then
we shall see face to face. Now I know in part;
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully
known.”

e A Perfect Home: Jesus promised that He is
preparing a place for us in heaven. John 14:2-3
says, “My Father’s house has many rooms; if
that were not so, would I have told you that I am
going there to prepare a place for you?”

e No More Pain: In heaven, there will be no more
suffering, sickness, or death. Revelation 21:4
reminds us that God will wipe away every tear.

e Eternal Joy: Psalm 16:11 says, “You make
known to me the path of life; you will fill me
with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures
at your right hand.”

A New Creation

When Jesus returns, God will create a new heaven and a
new earth. Revelation 21:1 says, “Then I saw ‘a new
heaven and a new earth,’ for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away.” This new creation will be
free from sin, death, and decay.

Romans 8:21 explains, “The creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the
freedom and glory of the children of God.” This means
that not only will we be made new, but all of creation
will be restored to the way God originally intended.
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Who Will Be in Heaven?

Heaven is for those who have accepted God’s gift of
salvation through Jesus Christ. Revelation 7:9 gives us a
glimpse of the diversity in heaven: “After this I looked,
and there before me was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb.”

This shows that heaven will be filled with people from
all over the world who have put their faith in Jesus. It’s
a reminder of God’s love for all people and His desire
for everyone to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).

Living with Eternity in Mind

Knowing that heaven is our ultimate home changes the
way we live. Colossians 3:2 encourages us, “Set your
minds on things above, not on earthly things.” This
doesn’t mean we ignore our responsibilities on earth,
but it reminds us to keep our focus on what truly
matters.

Living with eternity in mind means:

o Sharing the Gospel: We want others to
experience the hope of heaven, so we share the
good news of salvation with them.

e Serving Faithfully: Knowing that our rewards
are in heaven motivates us to serve God and
others with joy. Matthew 6:20 says, “Store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths
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and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal.”

e Enduring Hardships: When life gets tough, we
can find comfort in the promise of eternity.
Romans 8:18 says, “I consider that our present
sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us.”

The Promise of Eternal Life

The promise of eternal life is the greatest gift of
salvation. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” This
promise is available to everyone who puts their trust in
Jesus.

Eternity with God is the ultimate hope of salvation. It’s
a future free from pain, filled with joy, and centered on
God’s presence. As we live our lives on earth, let’s keep
our eyes on this incredible promise and share the hope
of heaven with others.
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Chapter 12

Living Out Salvation: Practical Discipleship
What Does It Mean to Live Out Salvation?

Salvation is more than a one-time event; it’s the
beginning of a lifelong journey of following Jesus. This
journey is called discipleship, and it’s about letting God
transform every part of our lives. Philippians 2:12-13
reminds us, “Continue to work out your salvation with
fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to
will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.”

Living out salvation means responding to God’s grace
by growing in our faith, obeying His Word, and sharing
His love with others.

Growing in Faith

To grow in faith, we need to stay connected to God.
Here are some practical ways to deepen your
relationship with Him:

1. Prayer: Talk to God every day. Share your
thoughts, worries, and thankfulness with Him. 1
Thessalonians 5:17 encourages us to “pray
continually.”

2. Bible Reading: The Bible is God’s Word, and it
teaches us how to live. Psalm 119:105 says,
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my
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path.” Make a habit of reading and reflecting on
Scripture.

3. Worship: Worship helps us focus on God and
give Him the glory He deserves. Whether
through singing, serving, or simply thanking
Him, worship strengthens our faith.

4. Fellowship: Surround yourself with other
believers who can encourage and support you.
Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “Let us consider how
we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together.”

Obeying God’s Word

Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commands” (John
14:15). Obedience is a key part of living out our
salvation. It shows that we trust God and want to honor
Him. Here are some areas where obedience matters:

e Loving Others: Jesus calls us to love our
neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:39). This
includes showing kindness, forgiveness, and
generosity.

e Avoiding Sin: As followers of Jesus, we strive
to turn away from sinful behaviors and attitudes.
1 Peter 1:15 says, “But just as he who called you
is holy, so be holy in all you do.”

e Serving God: Use your gifts and talents to serve
God and others. Romans 12:11 encourages us to
“never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual
fervor, serving the Lord.”
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Sharing God’s Love

A big part of discipleship is sharing the good news of
salvation with others. Jesus gave us the Great
Commission in Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.”

Sharing God’s love can happen in many ways:

e Through Words: Tell others about Jesus and
what He’s done in your life.

e Through Actions: Show God’s love by helping
those in need and living in a way that reflects
His character.

e Through Prayer: Pray for your friends, family,
and others who don’t yet know Jesus.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

Discipleship isn’t something we do on our own. The
Holy Spirit gives us the strength and guidance we need
to follow Jesus. Galatians 5:16 says, “So I say, walk by
the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh.”

The Holy Spirit helps us:

e Understand the Bible and apply it to our lives.
e Resist temptation and overcome sin.
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e Grow in the fruit of the Spirit, like love, joy, and
patience (Galatians 5:22-23).

Staying Focused on Jesus

As disciples, it’s important to keep our eyes on Jesus.
Hebrews 12:1-2 encourages us, “Let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.”

When we face challenges, we can trust Jesus to guide us
and give us the strength to keep going. He is our
example and our source of hope.

Discipleship is a Journey

Remember, discipleship is a process. It’s not about
being perfect but about taking steps to grow closer to
God each day. Philippians 3:12 says, “Not that I have
already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my
goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ
Jesus took hold of me.”

Living out salvation through discipleship is a daily
choice to follow Jesus and grow in your faith. As we
walk this journey, let’s rely on God’s strength, stay
connected to Him, and share His love with the world. In
the next chapter, we’ll talk about the importance of
evangelism and how we can effectively share the
gospel.
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Chapter 13

The Call to Evangelism: Sharing the Good
News

What is Evangelism?

Evangelism is sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
with others. It’s about telling people how they can be
saved and have a relationship with God. Jesus gave this
mission to all His followers in what we call the Great
Commission: “Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you” (Matthew
28:19-20).

Evangelism isn’t just for pastors or missionaries. It’s
something every believer is called to do. Sharing the
gospel is one of the most important ways we can show
God’s love to the world.

Why is Evangelism Important?

1. People Need Salvation: The Bible tells us that
without Jesus, people are lost in their sins.
Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God,” and Romans 6:23
adds, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Sharing the gospel gives people the opportunity
to receive God’s gift of salvation.
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2. It’s God’s Plan: God has chosen to use His

followers to spread the message of salvation. 2
Corinthians 5:20 says, “We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeal through us. We implore you
on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”

. It Glorifies God: When we share the gospel, we

are obeying God’s command and bringing glory
to His name. Psalm 96:3 says, “Declare his glory
among the nations, his marvelous deeds among
all peoples.”

How to Share the Gospel

Sharing the gospel doesn’t have to be complicated. Here
are some simple steps to help you share your faith:

1.

Pray for Opportunities: Ask God to give you
chances to share the gospel and to guide your
words. Colossians 4:3 says, “And pray for us,
too, that God may open a door for our message,
so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ.”
Share Your Story: Tell others how Jesus has
changed your life. Your personal testimony is a
powerful way to show the difference salvation
makes.

. Explain the Gospel Clearly: The gospel is the

good news that Jesus died for our sins and rose
again so that we can have eternal life. Use verses
like John 3:16 and Romans 10:9 to explain this
truth.

Invite a Response: Encourage people to take the
next step. Romans 10:13 says, “Everyone who

www.presentingthegospel.com



56

calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Invite them to pray and ask Jesus to be their
Savior.

Living as a Witness

Evangelism isn’t just about what we say, it’s also about
how we live. Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.” When we live with love,
kindness, and integrity, our actions can point people to
Jesus.

Overcoming Fears About Evangelism

It’s normal to feel nervous about sharing your faith, but
God promises to be with us. Matthew 28:20 reminds us,
“Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” Here are some tips to overcome fear:

o Rely on the Holy Spirit: Acts 1:8 says, “You
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my witnesses.” Trust the
Spirit to give you courage and the right words.

e Practice Sharing: Talk with friends or family
about your faith to build confidence.

e Remember the Message is God’s Power:
Romans 1:16 says, “I am not ashamed of the
gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes.” The
power to save comes from God, not from us.
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Reaching the World for Christ

God’s heart is for all people to know Him. Revelation
7:9 gives us a glimpse of heaven, where people from
every nation, tribe, and language will worship God. This
reminds us that the gospel is for everyone, and we are
called to share it far and wide.

You can start sharing the gospel right where you are—
with friends, family, coworkers, and neighbors. You can
also support missionaries and ministries that are taking
the gospel to unreached areas of the world.

Evangelism is a vital part of living out our faith. It’s
how we share the hope of salvation with others and
fulfill the mission God has given us. As we rely on the
Holy Spirit and step out in faith, God will use us to
bring His good news to a world in need. In the next
chapter, we’ll explore what it means to live with a
vision for eternity and how our hope in heaven shapes
the way we live today.
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Chapter 14

A Vision for Eternity: Living with Heaven in
Mind

Why Eternity Matters

Eternity is not just a distant reality; it’s a promise that
shapes how we live today. Knowing that we have an
eternal home with God gives us hope, purpose, and
direction. It reminds us that life on earth is temporary,
and our true citizenship is in heaven. Philippians 3:20
says, “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Living with eternity in mind helps us focus on what
truly matters: loving God, loving others, and preparing
our hearts for the life to come.

Storing Up Treasures in Heaven

Jesus taught us to live with an eternal perspective by
focusing on treasures that last forever. In Matthew 6:19-
20, He said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.”

This doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy blessings on earth, but
it reminds us to prioritize eternal rewards over
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temporary pleasures. Treasures in heaven include things
like:

o Sharing the Gospel: Leading others to salvation
brings eternal joy (Luke 15:7).

e Acts of Love and Kindness: Serving others
reflects God’s heart (Matthew 25:40).

o Faithfulness to God: Trusting and obeying Him
honors His name (Hebrews 11:6).

Living with Purpose

When we keep eternity in mind, it changes how we
approach everyday life. Colossians 3:2 encourages us,
“Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”
This perspective gives us purpose in how we spend our
time, resources, and energy.

e Time: Are we using our time wisely to grow in
faith, serve others, and share the gospel?

e Resources: Are we being generous with what
God has given us, investing in things that have
eternal value?

e Energy: Are we pursuing God’s purposes for
our lives rather than chasing worldly success?

Facing Life’s Challenges with Hope

Eternity also gives us hope in difficult times. When we
face pain, loss, or struggles, we can remember that this
life is not the end. Romans 8:18 says, “I consider that
our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us.”
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This hope allows us to endure trials with faith, knowing
that God is preparing us for something far greater.
Revelation 21:4 promises, “He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things
has passed away.”

Encouraging Others with the Hope of Eternity

As we live with heaven in mind, we can encourage
others to do the same. 1 Thessalonians 4:18 says,
“Therefore encourage one another with these words.”
Sharing the hope of eternity helps others find strength
and joy in their faith.

o Comfort the Grieving: Remind them of God’s
promise of eternal life.

o Inspire Fellow Believers: Encourage others to
live with purpose and to store up treasures in
heaven.

o Share the Gospel: Let those who don’t know
Jesus hear about the hope and joy He offers for
eternity.

Preparing for Eternity

Living with a vision for eternity means preparing our
hearts and lives for what’s to come. 2 Peter 3:11-12
says, “Since everything will be destroyed in this way,
what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live
holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of
God.”
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We prepare for eternity by:

1. Growing in Our Faith: Stay connected to God
through prayer, worship, and studying His Word.

2. Living in Obedience: Follow God’s commands
and seek to honor Him in all we do.

3. Fulfilling Our Mission: Share the gospel and
use our gifts to serve others and glorify God.

The Joy of Eternity

The ultimate reward of living with heaven in mind is the
joy of being with God forever. Psalm 16:11 says, “You
make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with
joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right
hand.” Heaven is a place of unimaginable joy, peace,
and fulfillment, where we will worship God and enjoy
His presence for all eternity.

Living with a vision for eternity gives us hope, purpose,
and direction. It helps us focus on what matters most
and inspires us to live for God every day. As we close
this journey of understanding salvation, let’s commit to
living with eternity in mind, sharing the hope of heaven
with others, and looking forward to the day we will see
God face to face.
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Conclusion

The Gift of Salvation

Salvation is the most incredible gift anyone can receive.
Through God’s grace, we are forgiven, transformed, and
promised an eternal home with Him. It’s a gift that
changes everything about who we are, how we live, and
what we hope for.

Remembering the Journey

As we’ve explored in this book, salvation is God’s plan
to rescue us from sin and restore our relationship with
Him. From understanding what salvation is, to seeing its
evidence in our lives, to living with a vision for eternity,
this journey has shown us how deeply God loves us.

e God’s Love: It all starts with God’s love for us.
John 3:16 reminds us that He sent His Son so we
could have eternal life.

e Our Response: Salvation is a gift, but it requires
a response. Through faith and repentance, we
accept God’s grace and commit to following
Him.

e A Transformed Life: Salvation leads to a
changed life. The Holy Spirit works in us to
make us more like Jesus, and our actions reflect
the faith we have in Him.

e A Mission to Share: We are called to share this
good news with the world, inviting others to
experience God’s love and salvation.
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Living as God’s People

Salvation is not the end of the story; it’s the beginning
of a new life in Christ. As God’s children, we are called
to live out our faith every day. Micah 6:8 sums up this
calling beautifully: “He has shown you, O mortal, what
is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God.”

Living as God’s people means:

o Loving others with the same love God has
shown us.

e Serving with humility and using our gifts to
make a difference.

o Keeping our eyes on eternity and finding hope in
God’s promises.

An Invitation

If you haven’t yet accepted God’s gift of salvation, the
invitation is open to you. Romans 10:9 says, “If you
declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved.” God is ready to welcome you into His family
and give you a new start.

For those who are already walking with Jesus, let this
book be a reminder of the incredible grace you’ve
received and the mission you’ve been given. Share this
hope with others and live in a way that reflects the joy
of knowing Christ.
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Gratitude for God’s Grace

As we close this journey, let’s take a moment to thank
God for His amazing grace. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For
it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by
works, so that no one can boast.” Salvation is all
because of Him, and our lives are a testament to His
goodness.

May this book inspire you to embrace the fullness of
salvation and to live a life that honors the One who
saved you. Remember, salvation is not just about where
we’ll spend eternity—it’s about living every day with
the peace, purpose, and joy that come from being in a
relationship with God. Let’s go forward with hearts full
of gratitude, lives full of love, and eyes fixed on
eternity.
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